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Gustave C. Hertz of Lees-
irg, Va., who was kidnaped by
the Viet ConU nearly 14 montha

er-tz, 48, an official of the
Apency for International Devel-
opment, was kidnaped Feb. 2,
6;), while cycling in the sub-
ufbs of Saigon. Two month:,

istody of the Viet Cong and
dould be executed if a Commu-
n|st terrorist were put to death.
The death sentence imposed
the tferrorist, Nguyen. Van
Hai, has not been carried oul.
ai was arrested for participai-
ikg in the bombing of the U.S.
gmbassy in Sagion.

4ased have revolved around
droposals {0 swap him for Hai.
Heporiedly involved in the
egotiations havs becen Sen.
obert F. Kennédy, D-N.Y., the
Algerian govuument and
anford Gottlieb.. pulitical action
director of the Committee for a
ane Nuclear Policy.

The negotiations have been

darried out in great secrecy.

Yeekend when the New York
Daily News -carried a story
rom  Saigon reporting them.
he Washington Post then
drinted a story in its lafer

ferald Tribune carried a story!
{his morning.

The effort to f{ree Heriz.

ttempts to get Hertz re-}”

hey became pubhc over the Latel

)

GUSTAV C. HERTZ

up the matter wwth Presxdent
Ben Bella. i

The Nationai  Liberation '
Front, policital arm of the Viet
Cong, had vepresenbatives m,
Algiers  who were in regular
contact with ‘the Algeman
government.

But Ben Bella was over bhrovm

before he could begin serious !
negotiations with the Viet Cong.
the new Algerian pres1-
dent, Hourai Boumedtenne, took -
up where Ben Bella had left off.
The Algerians - repnried the |
Viet Cong were willing to .
exchange Hertz for Hai, but an-

qditions and the New York agrcement was never conclud-

eq.
Later, s'\urccs in S(ugo*n

Whether the publicily given:rencried a $20,000 ranscm might |
e attempts to free Hertz will,bring Hertz' release. Under the -
bamper them cannot now hejdivection of the Central Intelli-
| fletermined.

lgence Am;cy, the moncy was '’
'mnade available, but Hewfz was

vhose brother A. Burke Heriz not released.

ives in Falls Church, apparent-| Gottlich is understood also o
y begzm. when members of #isihave communicated with con-
family approached- Kennedy,|tacts in Algiers. He veportedly
vho, with the consent of thelwas mformt’d the Viet Cong
White House, met with Algerianiwere still willing to exchanUe
hambassador Cherif Gueml The|Hertz for Haa, bwt as“am no«bhmo'
bmbassador promised to take'came of mt .

in a mx\htary coup last June 19 | -
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